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Food markets

2

 wet markets, informal 

markets, farmers markets, 

food market…

 sell foods of animal origin, 

vegetables, dried goods 

and where live animals 

are sometimes housed 

and slaughtered on site

 food safety, food security, 

nutrition

 culture, gastronomy, tourism…

 sources of food and 

livelihood for millions of 

people in the Western 

Pacific Region.

 In some cases have also 

become associated with the 

spread of some emerging 

infectious diseases from 

animals to humans 

(zoonoses).
Ref. [1]; [2]; [3]; [4]; [5]; [6]
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80% food (animal origin and vegetables) in 

LMICs is produced by smallholders and sold 

in food markets.

Traditional food markets in Asia and in the Western Pacific

Ref. [7]
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Ref. [8]; [9]; [10]; [11]

Why do we need safer and healthier food markets for 

the development of Smarter Healthy Cities beyond 

COVID-19?

9,7
BILLION

Estimated world 

population in 2050

2/3
GLOBAL POPULATION

Living in urban areas by 

2050

102%
INCREASING

Food demand between 

2009 and 2050

1.7
EARTHS

Needed to support

humanity per year (now)

+

60%
HUMAN INFECTIONS

are estimated to have an 

animal origin (now)
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Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for 

all at all ages

Combat foodborne diseases and end preventable deaths

Direct impact: 

End hunger, achieve food security and improved 

nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture

Ensure access to safer, nutritious and sufficient food

Relevance of food safety
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 Safe food today for a healthy tomorrow

 Intrinsic component of food security and nutrition

 Interconnected with multiple aspects of the human 

development (health, economic, social, environmental) 

Others 

goals

Ref. [12]; [13]; [14]; [15]; [16]
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How Smarter Healthy Cities can improve 

food markets to protect the health of the 

population, and maintain the livelihood 

of vendors and suppliers?
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http://www.justintarte.com/2015/02/10-questions-every-educator-should.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Risk mitigation in traditional food markets

7

 

First rest day 
Second rest day 

Ban holding live poultry overnight 

Intelligent Sterilization Robot 
(ISR) - HK

Ref. [17]; [18]
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Regulation and enforcement
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 Regulation at local level 

 Tailored to the local context

 Considering all stakeholders

 Include regulation and control for trade of 

live wild and domestic animals

 Surveillance systems

 Multisectoral (One Health) approach

Municipal Government

Other levels of government
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Local characteristics 
(Location, infrastructure, economic, educational, social, cultural, and others)

Management and supervision

Traditional Food Market

Market 

manager
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administrate

admittance

Food 

supply

Profit

Products 

supply

Demand 

and 

control

Interaction

Coordination

Characteristics and operating 

strategies

Interaction
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Governance (Planning, assess, regulation, enforcement …)
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Ref. [19]; [20]
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Communication for health in traditional food markets

Five keys to safer traditional food markets (prototype)

Basic hygiene Specific measures
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WHO work towards safer and healthier food markets 

To detect, prevent and respond to emerging diseases at the 

human-animal-environment interface and to address food related 

public health issues more effectively through the One Health 

approach.

• International Health Regulations (2005)

• For the Future

• Asia Pacific strategy for emerging diseases and public health 

emergencies (APSED III) 

• The International Food Safety Authorities Network – INFOSAN

• Transforming food markets in the Asia Pacific region

Ref. [21]; [22]
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Thank 
you!

https://twitter.com/takeshi
_kasai/status/1433394459
404738563?s=20


